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Don Johnson

From: carol~lbaribeau@verizon.com
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2005 10:33 AM
To: Don Johnson
Subject: Cable Franchise Documents
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Mr. Johnson
Thank you f or speaking with me today and I look forward to meeting with you
to discuss Verizons plans to bring high speed internet and Verizon ViOS TV
to the Town of Acton. attached are the documents I spoke about if you have
any question please feel free to call me or e-mail me. again I look
forward to meeting you.

(See attached file: Cable Intro Letter toActonLFAs.DOC) (See attached
file: WRFMAIN-123000l8-vl-Initiation Letter from the Town Acton.DOC) (See
attached file: WRFMAIN-123000l7-vl-Waiver Letter from the Town of
ActonMA.DOC) (See attached file: MASS General Franchising Process
Handout .Doc)
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413 731-8606

(Embedded
image moved
to file:
picl527O .gif)

1



CarolL. Baribeau
RegionalDirector
VerizonPublic Affairs

365 StateSt.
Springfield,MA. 01105
Phone413 731-8606

July 22, 2005

Don Johnson
472 Main St.
Acton, MA. 01720

Re: Meetingwith Townof Actonto DiscussCableCompetition

DearMr. Johnson,

Thankyou for speakingwith metoday. I amlooking forwardto schedulinga
meetingwith the TownofActon to discussVerizon’sefforts to bring cable
televisioncompetitionto Acton. As you know,Verizonis in theprocessof
upgradingits telecommunicationsnetwork(which wecall “FTTP” for “Fiber to the
Premises”)in your town. TheFTTP Networkwill allow Verizonto provideyour
residentswith cutting-edgehigh-speedinternetaccess,improvedtelephoneservice
andstate-of-the-artcabletelevisionprogramming. TheCompanyis veryexcited
aboutbringing this newserviceto Acton.

Verizon,asa commoncarrier,is constructingtheFTTP Networkunderits existing
federalandstateauthority. However,asyou know,beforewecanoffer competitive
cabletelevisionserviceto yourresidents,Verizon first needsto reachan agreement
with yourcommunityon thetermsofacablefranchise.

We would like to startnegotiatingwith you for suchanagreementassoonas
possible. Theattachedtimelineprovidesanoutlineof thecablefranchising
procedurerequiredby regulationsof theMassachusettsDepartmentof
Telecommunicationsand Energy(“DTE”). In orderfor usto beginthisprocess
right away,weareaskingthat you initiate thefranchisingprocessby sendinga
letterto theDTE similar to theoneattached.
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In addition,wearealsoaskingyou to requestawaiveroftwo DTE requirements.
The first waiverwould reducetheperiodfor filing a franchiseapplicationfrom 60
to 30 days. Thesecondwaiverwould eliminatetherequirementfor yourtown to
advertisein anationaltradejournal. Suchwaiverswould bring competitivecable
serviceto yourresidentsmorequickly andwould reducethecoststo your town.
Similar waivershavebeenrequestedby otherMassachusettscommunitiesandare
routinelygrantedby theDTE. For yourreview, alsoattachedto this letteris a
samplewaiverrequest.

We areveryexcitedfor theopportunityto providecompetitivecabletelevisionto
yourtown andlook forwardto settingup a timeto meetwith theTownofficials. In
themeantime,pleaselet meknow if you haveanyquestions.

Sincerely,

CarolBaribeau
VerizonCommunityAffairs

Attachments



July 2005

Ms. Alicia Matthews,Commissioner
CableTelevisionDivision
DepartmentofTelecommunicationsandEnergy
OneSouthStation
Boston,MA 02110

DearMs. Matthews,

I am writing on behalfof the Board of Selectmenof the Town of Acton. As indicatedin my
enclosedletter, theBoardhasmadethedecisionto initiate the cabletelevisionlicensingprocess
in theTown ofActon.

The Town of Acton fully anticipatesfollowing the statutorylicensingrequirementsthroughout
theprocess.However,wearerequestingthat the CableTelevisionDivision waive therequired
sixty day filing deadline(207 CMR 3.03(2)). The Town of Acton believesthat the grantingof
this waiver is in the public interestbecausethe sixty dayperiod would causean unnecessary
delayin bringingcablecompetitionto Acton.

The Town of Acton also requestsa waiver of the requirementto advertisein a nationaltrade
journal (207 CMR 3.03(2)). The Townbelievesthat sucha waiver will also be in the public
interestbecausethe cost of suchadvertisingis significantand doesnot appearto be generating
applicationsfor othermunicipalities.

It is my understandingthat similar waivers have been granted to other Massachusetts
communities.

I would greatlyappreciateyoupromptattentionto theserequests.

Sincerely,

TownAdministrator

cc: CarolBaribeau



July_, 2005

Ms. Alicia Matthews,Commissioner
CableTelevisionDivision
Departmentof TelecommunicationsandEnergy
OneSouthStation
Boston,MA 02110

DearMs. Matthews,

I amwriting on behalfof theBoardofSelectmenoftheTownofActon Massachusetts.
On this date,theBoard,astheIssuingAuthority for theTown,madea decisionto initiate the
cablelicensingprocessin Belmont,pursuantto 207 CMR 3.02(1)(a).

Pursuantto 207 CMR 3.02(1)(a),this letterconfirmsthis factandthattheTownof Acton
will proceedwith thecabletelevisionlicensingprocess.

Sincerely,

TownAdministrator

cc: CarolBaribeau



Franchising Processin Massachusetts

1. Verizonapproachestheissuingauthorityofacommunity(theMayorofacity; the
town administrator/Boardof Selectmenofa town) to requestthat the licensingprocessbe
initiated. Verizonrequeststhatthe issuingauthoritycommencetheprocessandrequest
two waivers(to reducethepublic noticerequirementfrom 60 to 30 days;andto eliminate
therequirementfor nationaladvertising).

2. Theissuingauthoritysendstwo lettersto theDTE indicatingthatthe licensing
processhasbeeninitiated andrequestingtheabove-referencedwaivers.

3. Theissuingauthoritysolicitscablelicenseapplicationsby placingadvertisementsin a
local paper,andsetsa filing deadlinefor suchapplications.

4. Verizonsubmitsanapplicationon Form 100 to the issuingauthority.

5. Theissuingauthorityissuesawrittenreportwith specificationsfor adesiredlicense
andsetsadeadlinefor filing an amendedapplication.

6. Verizonsubmitsan amendedapplicationto the issuingauthority.

7. After receivingVerizon’samendedapplication,anduponat least14 dayspublic
notice,theissuingauthorityholdsapublichearingto ascertainthecommunity’scable-
relatedneedsandto discussVerizon’squalifications.

8. The issuingauthorityapprovesVerizon’sapplication.

9. The issuingauthorityissuesaprovisionallicenseandthena final license.


